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@ Questions for th

 What kind of city centre communities are we creating

in Birmingham?

 Is city centre living improving Birmingham’s

economic performance?

 How can we plan the regeneration of Birmingham'’s
inner ring neighbourhoods?
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What? An independent urban research unit based at ippr.
Where? Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, Sunderland,

Sponsored by Lord Sainsbury
Why? Taking a fresh look at how UK cities function,

focusing on economic drivers
Derby, Barnsley, Doncaster and Dundee ..
:

When? Launched March 2005
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@ Who's living in city centres?

13,500 in Liverpool, 10,000 in Manchester, 2,900 in
Dundee — 10,000/ 3,500/ 1,500 in 1991

 Predominantly young, single adults: students, young
professionals and other workers. Very few families,
children, people over 40

* People who have yet to settle down. Most live single
lifestyles — renting, going out a lot, no kids

centreforcities



@ Why do people live In city centres?

Proximity. Being close to shops, work, friends, leisure
Buzz. Sense of energy, being in the heart of things

Leeds: 37% move to city centre for lifestyle reasons, 17% for

Liverpool: 54% of respondents move to be in city centre, 35%
nightlife (unsworth, 2005)

Traditional ‘community’ is not a big deal. Keeping
like urban life (csr, 2004)

up with friends, not knowing next-door neighbours

High levels of churn. 30% move in or out every year
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@ How does Birmingham compare?

Rapid population growth. At least 19,000 people in

the city centre (2001 Census)

Future challenges are to build the city centre out,

Residents are young, single, ethnically diverse.
regenerate inner urban / HMR zones

Most are renters, not owners
Intensive development. 7,611 residences in the

planning pipeline, to 2010
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Key messages (1)
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‘Conveyor belt’ phenomenon: most leave after a few years

More families, older people in 10-15 years’ time?

Lots of young, single people. Loads of students
Cities will need to start changing their offer

Hardly any families or people over 40

Tomorrow’s residents ...



Key messages (2)
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Probably not ‘sustainable communities’, but they are viable

City centres not seen as family-friendly — deep-rooted attitudes
Some space for family neighbourhoods, e.g. Hope / Canning in

Liverpool, Castlefield in Manchester

Encourage families into the ‘city edge’ — new market

opportunities, more facilities, bigger regeneration impact

e T & 0 ¥ |
lllllll
L T T T ]
L 1 I 1 ]
.......
=eSESS
lllllllll
HWWHI"""
L]
.....
.......
==
.I.H lllll
E 1o+ 1 1 3 1 |
BIIEE
L 1 J 1
......
llllll
L I T I |

-
s S .
g -
e
llllll
e
yEg==oss

lllllllll
IIIIIIII

= T T & 1

IIIIII
lllllll

i
lllllll
IIIII

IIIIII
.........

llllll
IIIII
lllllll

IIIIIII
IIIII

o, Il -

adee T T B T |
-
IIIII

......
........

b= =g
llllll

IIIIII
llllllllll
IIIII



D
7
O
o
©
n
7
O
S
>
0
A

 We need a better mixed use offer for current city

centre residents

Local shops that suit residents

Public services: access to healthcare, primary schools

Places to socialise. Relatively high tolerance of ‘disorder’
- Work spaces, especially for independent businesses

Car parking!

Future (older residents): security, space, access
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« The economic impact of city centre living is positive,

but not huge

Improves city centres. Helps physical improvement

Helps local service economy. Boosts demand for shops, bars

- Wider catalyst effects. Improves labour market, housing

market, changes external perceptions

Reduces car use, increases council tax take

Reflects wider city performance. Strongest effects in best-

performing cities
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Can we attract more families and older residents?

 What kind of city centre communities are we creating
in Birmingham?

 Is city centre living improving Birmingham’s

economic performance?

What are the catalyst effects?

What are the next steps for Eastside / HMR?

 How can we plan the regeneration of Birmingham'’s
inner ring neighbourhoods?
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www.ippr.org/centreforcities
m.nathan@ippr.org




